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BY ELDER JOHN NICHOLSON, 


What a flood of light rs in call the righteous 

the minds of n the urer 
groping about in the: thick darkness 

endeavoring to find an openina - spirit and ‘body be 

tween the murky clouds of supersti- 

tion, tradition and 


of that Spirit. of pure live: 
which is bestowed on those who give end 
obedience to the laws of heaven. Tt: 


which | 
casts around them ite 
on, lighting up their darkened w 
causing a firm assurazics; “a bri 
beaming hope of future ess and. 
felicity to spring up with them—a 
orious certainty’ that they 
ve laid. down their: 
tiacles to crumble’ auist and return 
to their native element, that abt 
sound of the trump which shall 
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GOD’S PROMISES TO. THE. FAITHFUL. 
=>. 
ing betwixt those overhanging clouds | as the sands wpon on shure 
which cast their gloomy shadows over | the stars: which 
sxpanse of heavens | 
oromise madeto Abrhakt 
is called the Pattier | 
such is the: power": 
von. A great, glérieds promis 
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the waters of affliction, or buffet the 
waves of adversity. He realizes that 
it is in the economy of a kind and 
provident Father that he should pass 
through those shifting, and oftentimes 
uncongenial scenes, in order to pre- 
pare him for the realization of that 
promise, and to develop the resources 
of his mind, and bring all his latent 
powers intw glorious action, that the 

of Deity within him, which lies 
ustreless and unobserved because of 
the encrustations of tradition and 
error, may be made to shed forth its 
radiant beams and shine with undi- 
minished splendor, that he may be- 
come as he ought to be, ‘‘ The noblest 
work of God.” The poet speaks truly 
when he says that among all the vast 
creations of the world’s great Archi- 
tect, am honest man ranks firat and 
highest. When we say ‘‘honest man,” 
we mean it in its broadest and most 
liberal sense. We speak of him who 
is honest to his God, his neighbor, 
and to himself. This is the kind of 
man who is answering the end of bis 
existence on the earth, and who gives 
most honor and glory unto Him from 
whom we all have emanated, and who 


is preparing himself for the realization 
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of those promises ‘which are vouch- 
safed unto the faithful children of our 
God, by which we are assured that, 
if we continue to endure and over- 
come, we will be crowned with never- 
fading glory, and be made heirs of 
God and joint-heirs with Jesus Christ. 
Of what shall we be heirs? Heirs of 
like resources of power and eternal 
increase as are possessed by God the 
Father and Jesus our elder Brother ; 
to be linked on to the great eternal 
chain of the Gods of which they form j 
a part, and at some future time te 
occupy the same position towards our § 
ew: as is now held by our 

eavenly Father towards us. The 
prize is great beyond the most san- 
guine anticipations, for ‘“‘eye hath 
not seen, neither hath ear heard of the 
blessings that are in store for those 
who love God and keep his command- | 
ments ;” and according to the quality 
and excellence of the prize, so will be & 
the amount of assiduous labor and ia- @ 
domitable perseverence necessary to @ 
secure it, for narrow is the way and § 
strait is the gate which leads to end- § 
less lives, and few there be that go in § 
thereat. | 


EViL SPIRITS AND THEIR MANIFESTATIONS. 


BY ELDER ADOLPHUS H. NOON. 


The Saints do not require to be told 
that modern sectarianism has ‘done 
away” with much of the ancient Gos- 

it has done away with the neces- 
Hol irit, the tleship, God’s 
kingdom earth, in 


_ ghort, with the Gospel itself, and it 


has even done away” with, in their 
belief, the Devil and satanic agency 
along with all the rest. Thrice happy 
age that has a God withont body, 
parts or passions, a church without an 
existence, and a Devil without power 
ef manifestation! Yes, the belief of 
many is, that the devils that we read 
ef in olden Scriptures, that could 
enter into men or beasts, exist no 
renga and the power that manifested 

in the performance of evil 


wonders in times gone by, either did 
not then exist, or has at least ceased 
to be possible now ; but the Saints are 
better informed, and believe the gene- 
ral statements contained in the Bible, 
without running to unwarranted ex- 
tremes. 

Spiritual manifestations may be 
divided into two general classes, good 
and evil, and it is very important 
that men should be able to judge be- 
tween the two. The Apostle Paul 
tells us to ‘‘try the spirits,” whether 
they be of God or not, and also cautions 
us to beware of ‘‘ false and seducing,” 
wandering spirits. The world are apt 


to conclude that every unusual, or, as 


they call them, supernat mani- 
festation, is of God. This is rank 
ignorance, and it is for men to cleave 
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"ing, that they see a 


experimented upon evidently did 


_ said unto him, ‘‘ Ah, you cannot break 


to the principles of light and trath, or 
they being led to 
ruin. What says the Savior in the 
xxiv chap. of Matt., ‘‘ For there shall 
arise false christs and false prophets, 
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and shall shew a signs and won- | syste 
tha 


ders, insomuch that if it were possible 


they shall deceive the very elect.” We truth. 


read again in 2 Thes. ii, 9, ‘‘ Whose 
eoming is after the 
with all power and signs an 
ea” We read also in Rev. x0, 
14, ‘They are the of devils 
working miracles.” e are told why 
these spirits are itted to deceive 
the world, in 2 Thes. ii, 12, ‘‘ That 
they all might be damned who believed 
not the truth, but had pleasure in un- 
ighteousness. ” 

fessed Christians will not believe 
that the Prophet Joseph saw an angel 
—they h-pooh the idea of pro- 
phecy, the discerning of spirits, and 
the healing power existing in the 
Church, but they will rnn lying 
wonders, spirit-rapping, spirit-seeing 
and mediumship, &c., and will believe 
in the healing power of electro-biology 
and mesmerism. There is a reality 
in these arts, (the writer himself once 
found that he possessed strong mes- 
meric power from actual experiments) 
but they are not to be encouraged ; 
what is it but the black art of the 
ancients. We have ourselves seen 
some of the wonders of electro-biology, 
but it is one of the devices of Satan to 
deceive. The subjects yield up their 
senses as it were to the operator, who 
influences them according to the evil 
imaginations of his own heart; he 
can make them believe that a raw 
to isa a that it is freez- 
ion, and even that 

the heavens are opening, and that the 
see angels and the spirits of the dead, 
We saw all this, and more than is 
here mentioned, exhibited, beyond 
the possibility of other deception than 
the thing itself; and it seemed to 
illustrate to us how easily the pro- 
phecies we have already quoted can 
and will be fulfilled. One of the per- 


not like it, but having once submitted 
he was powerless, and the professor 


away for this ¢ you are mine. 


manifestations of spiritual 
such meeta are all ofe 


ha peaceful, or sublime 
and to benefit 


less the Saints. As spiritual mani- 
festations increase in and hea- 
revelations are received 
po 


make their appearance, and the 

wer of the Priesthood incressm, 
shall we look for a corresponding de- 
velopment of the of evil anal 
the manifestation of greater deceptions 
and wonders on the 
of darkness and of the prinee of the 


air. 
A volume might be filled witha- 
stances of the powers of the Hyil Gile 
and of Satanic agency, from the 
of the ancient necromancers and 
sayers, with their oracles and muth- 
ings, the witches of Saul’s , the 
| in the days of ‘our — 
sight be brough tor 
might t forw | 
prove that the 


would tell ua 
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famili ‘rite: and 
and 


peep and mutter,” us to 
unto the Lord for the living» 
whilst it 


part of the powems 
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body and soul.” He tried to prove: 


that biology was most 
set down as Ratan, 
‘ is the father of lies, and musi 
fore of be the father 
of m that es men believe ie 
.to be a lie, and alietobéethe 
4 4 
fe proceedings at yo 
vivals,” the doings of the 8 rs, the 
Ranters, the Jumpers, the swoor g 
the and other a 
for the 
Holy Spirit manifests itself onlyina —~ 
ad 
“4 
| 
| 
| 
not. The Bible says, ‘*Thoo 
not suffer a witch to live,” and Pee 
us to seek “unto those % rs 
| 
every poor old woman that 
red cloak is a witch, t we te. 
seek unto the Lord for kiowledga, 
and not follow after blasphel 
| spirit-mediums and unholy pro at 
of forbidden arts, whether themschven 
* A very in and | 


..alvation know how 


4 “HE THAT ENDURETH, RTC. 


should thank God for the of 

ing guided by his holy Priesthood, 
resting assured that whilst we walk up 
te the light of the Gospel, unlike those 
who, rejecting the truth, prefer dark- 
ness to light, we shall never be led 


astray, but receive, as it’ may be 
necessary for our advancement, a con- 
tinual increase of knowledge, and a 
development of the manifestations, 
principles and powers of the Spirit 
and kingdom of God. 


“HE THAT ENDURETH TO THE END SHALL BE SAVED.” 


-** And ye shall be hated of all men for my name's sake: but he that endureth to the end 


shall be saved.”—Matthew x, 22 


.. If the preaching of the Gospel in 
the days of our Savior brought hatred, 
persecution and death upon its follow- 
ers, how can we,. as followers of the 
same oe expect any other treat- 
ment. e know that the same cause 


will produce the same effect, therefore 


‘the preaching of the Gospel in this 
ur day will, undoubtedly, bring upon 
its adherents the same co uences. 
We, as Latter-day Saints, ize that 


these words are as applicable to us 
mow as they were to the followers of 
the Gospel in the days of Jesus. It 
matters not how exemplary our con- 
duct, how upright or honest we may 
be, if we are Roiterder Saints ; that 
is sufficient; we are then bound to 
receive the | which bas been left 
ra, even the ‘hatred of allmen. We 
i.aow that a something very like a 
sneer accompanies the very mention 
of our name; there is nota sect or 
party upon the earth that teems not 
with hatred towards us; it fact, our 
very names are cast out as evil, and 
we are looked upon by society at large 
as a something that ought by all means 
to. be shunned; nay, we have seen 
parties stand aghast at the mention of 
our names, as if our very presence 
oarried contamination with it. We 


find that Jesus, in many instances, 


Ahad to encourage his disciples by hold- 
img out to them the great blessings 
nd glorious rewards which awaited 
them in the future, if they could only 
-gontinue faithful and endure to the 
end. Well did the Captain of our 
it was for 
to endure all these 

+ ore, upon one occasion, 
he nvtered these encouraging words, 


are they which are perse- 
outed for righteousness’ sake; for 


their’s is the kingdom of heaven. 
Blessed are ye, when men shall reyile 
you, and persecute you, and shall say 
all manner of eyil against you falsely, 
for my sake. Rejoice, and be exceed- 
ing glad: for great is your reward in 
heaven: for so persecuted they the 
prophets which were before you.” 

It was no doubt the grand, the 
glorious future which was in view, 
that enabled the ancient Saints to 
endure all the persecution and calumny 
which was heaped upon them. So 
also it is with us, we know that 
** greater is He that is for us than all 
that are against us.” We have re- 
ceived a knowledge, through obedi- 
ence to the Gospel, which this world 
could not give, neither can it take 
away. We have a hope within us 
blooming with immortality and eternal 
life, and it is this, and this alone, 
which enables us with heroism to 
brave the world’s dread scorn, to rise 
with true dignity of character above 
the contempt and derision of the 
world. But while we rejoice in these 
great promises and glorious rewards 
which are held out to us, and which, 
with the eye of faith, we discern in 
the distance, let us not for one moment 
forget that they are only promised us 
upon conditions, and those conditions 
are, that we endure unto the end. It 
matters not how well we may.run for 
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; a season, how zealous we, may be, or 
: how indefatigable our labors for the 
i cause of the Gospel, if we make ship- 
| wreck of our faith, and endure not.to 
i the end, all, all will be lost, and better 
| would it have been for wus.had;.we 
| never been born, for ‘‘ unto whom 
} much is given much will be requixed.” 
i If after having tasted of the good 
4 things of God we turn away and reject 
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then that love him.” Well, 


the proffered salvation which the Gos” 
pel offers to us, great no doubt will be 
our condemnation. QO! then, may we 
ever bear in view the aim and the end 
of our calling ; what matters to us the 
scoffs and frowns of the world, the 
shaft of ridicule, or the sneer of in- 
difference, or what are its transitory 
and fleeting pleasures and enjoyments 
compared with the never-ending bliss 
which awaits us if we remain. true to 
our calling; we are told that ‘‘eye 
hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither 
have it entered into the heart of 

the things which God hath pre 


will it be with us when the clos 
scene of our 


there is laid up for me a crown’. 
righteousness, which the Lor 


righteous j 
day : had not to me only, but-anta 
all them also that love his a “how 
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HISTORY 


OF 
LUKE JOHNSON, 
[BY HIMSELF. 

“I returned to Kirtland, in Captain 
Heber C. Kimball’s company, and 
received my blessing in common with 
the members of Zion’s Camp. 

February the 14, 1835, I was chosen, 
and on the 15th, ordained one of the 
Twelve Apostles, at the organization of 
that Quorum ; and with them traveled 
during thesummer, through the Eastern 
States, holding Conferences, preach- 
ing the Gospel and regulating the 
churches, returning to Kirtland in 
September. 

attended Hebrew school during 
the winter, and received my blessi 
in the House of the Lord in the spring 
of 1836; after which I started ona 
mission to Canada, preaching through 
the State of New York on the way. 
4 ne many, and organized a 
ranch in Canada, and returned to 
Kirtland in the fall’ 

A Baptist Clergyman from the State 
of New York, who had been acquainted 
with the Prophet Joseph in his earl 
life, called upon him and. staid 
night. Joseph made the minister 
welcome, and. treated him hospi 
and respectfully ; but, when breakfast 
was over next morning, he called 


‘him to re 


by rite, a liar; anim 


. 


mposter | execution, and. 
phet, and called upon ! interference, and 


pent. Joseph boxed 
ears with both hands, and, turning 


him 
face towards the door, kicked: hisn 


the street. He 
magistrate, swore @ 
against Joseph for aml 
battery. I saw the operation, Say” 
followed the minister inte the equa x 
apprehension, for provoking an se 
the clerk filling up the writ 
for first—the minister, fearing ae 
paid for his writ and ithdrew with, 
out it, and made his way post: Delle. 4 
for Cuyahoga co.; I followed) 
horseback, making him travel pret( = 
lively until he got a few rods over the: ~~ 
line when I overtook him and said 
che line, and-out mq. 
the line, out 
Jan 12th, 1838, I learned that 
Sheriff Kimball was about to . 
Joseph Smith, on a of illemek: 
cost him an expensive 


tion for his person, the 
property to pay a gment 
which I had in my possession aim 
time, which | 
arresting him. 

tion, and. thanked 


- 
4 
near, 40d tae portals Of eternity open 
to our view, if we are able, witr Pank .— 
of old, to exclaim, have 
good fight, I have finished my’ an 
[ have kept the faith 
ARBARA 
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perhaps end in, imprisonment, 4 went: 
te the French farm, where he hem, 

resided. and arrested bim on aD 

darted 


for Missouri: this was the last time I 
ever saw the Prophet. 

Soon after I was in Kirtland, and 
hearing that a vexatious writ had been 
sworn out by John C. White against 
Joseph Smith, sen., it being supposed 
he was liable to a prosecution in con- 
sequence of his manner of solemnizing 
marriages, I begged the privelege of 
serving the writ, and arrested the old 
gentleman, and took him to the magi- 
strate’s office. The court not being 
ready to attend to the case, I put him 
in a small room adjoining the entrance 
from the office. I also allowed his son 
Hyrum to accompany him. I tooka 
nail out from over the window sash, 
left the room and locked the door, 
and commenced telling stories in the 
court room, to raise a laugh, for I was 
afraid they would hear father Smith 
getting out of the window; when the 
court called for the prisoner, I stepped 
imto the room in the dark and slipped 
the nail into its place in the window, 
and went back and told the court that 
the prisoner had made his escape. 
White ahd others rushed into the room, 
and examined the fastenings and 
feund them all secure, which created 
much surprise how the prisoner had got 
out. Ihad previously told John F. 
Boynton, to go and assist Father 
Smith out of the window. Hyrum 
got out first, then he and Boynton 


_ assisted the old man owt, he thereby 


escaped bonds or imprisonment, and 
am expensive and vexatious law- 
suit. 

Having pertaken of the spirit of 


, speculation, which at that time was 
| range by many of the Saints and 


ers, my mind became darkened, 
and I was left'to pursue my own 
course. 1 lost the Spirit of God, and 
neglected my duty; the consequence 
was, that at a Conference held in Kirt- 
land, Sept. 3rd, 1837, in company with 
my brother Lymanand John F. Boyn- 
ten, I was cut off from the Church, 
privileged with confessing and mak- 
satisfaction. 
the spring of 1838, Dr. Frede- 
rick G. Williams was arrested at 
Willough)y;, as he was on his way 
to Missouri, a frivolous and vexa- 
teus process ; he sent to Kirtland for 
mmetohelp him. © On receipt of his 
repaired forthwith to Wil- 
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loughby, and learned that he was in 
the hands of an officer named Gran- 
ston, and that he was to have his trial 
before Esquire Bates at early candle 
light. I immediately removed his 
horse and buggy out of the county 
and went to him; he asked me if i 
could render him any assistance, as 
this was a vexatious suit. I told him 
I could, and that I had sent his horse 
and’ buggy out of the county, and I 
would furnish him a horse which 
should be held in the street opposite 
the office, by Bradford W. Elliot, at 
the lighting of the candles. I sat at 
the door of the court-room, the key 
being on the outside; Cranston and 
Dr. Williams were walking the room, 
and Cranston was observing that a 
risoner never made his escape from 
im. Just as the candles were hig) t- 
ing, I opened the door, the Dr. walked 
out, unobserved by Cranston; I 
immediately followed him, and, lock- 
ing the door, tossed the key a few rods 
from the office ; the court hearing the 
door locked, jumped up, upsetting the 
table and candles, and mixed up in 
great confusion; the cry was, * 
the door, open the door;’ a sh er 
at work, being the only person within 
hearing, replied several times, ‘Open 
the door yourself.’ At length Cran- 
ston succeeded in getting out by a 
hatch-way through a hatter’s shop 
below, and overtaking me (as I was 
quietly walking down the street to- 
wards Kirtland) slapped me on the 
shoulder, asking where Dr. Williams 
had gone to. I replied, ‘I am not his 
keeper ;’? whereupon he gave me the 
second and third slap on the shoulder, 
and in aloud tone, demanded of me 
to inform him: I had been shooting 
squirrels that day, and had my powder 
flask in my pocket, which I took out 
and told him, I would let him know 
where the Dr. was, and snapping the 
spring of my flask at him several times, 
he ran off, and looking over his 
shoulder, he fell down, but kept run- 
ning several rods upon his hands.and 
feet :- when he got back to court, he 


reported that he had narrowly escaped 


with his life. 

From this time up to the death of 
Joseph Smith, I spent my time in 
teaching school in Oabal county, 
Virginia, for about a year, devoting 
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my leisure time in reading works on 
aiden I returned to Kirtland and 


pontinued the study of medicine, and 
ttended a course of lectures in the 
botanical college at Cincinnatti, receiv- 
ng a certificate from Professor ayers 
terwards practiced in Kirtland, 

in various occupations to 
to obtain a living; ~-but 


nad e me 


jid not officiate in any 
duties. 


HISTORY 


OF 
WILLIAM SMITH. 


William Smith was the fifth son of 
Joseph Smith, sen., and Lucy Smith ; 
born in Royalton, Windsor county, 
Vermont, March 13,1811. He was 


eacher in the Church in 1831. He 
took a mission to Erie county, Penn- 
sylvania, in December, 1832, to preach 
the Gospel and call the Elders to 
Kirtland to attend a school of the Pro- 
phets. He was ordained to the office 
of High Priest under the hands of 
Sidney Rigdon in Council on the 21st 
day of June, 1833. During the win- 
ter of 1833 he worked on a farm 
mat chopped cord wood near Kirt- 
lan 


He was married to Caroline Grant, 
daughter of Joshua and Thalia Gran 
February 14, 1833. By whom be h 
two daughters— ane and Caro- 
line L. He went to Missouri in Zion’s 
Camp in 1834, and returned to Kirt- 
land the same fall. He was appointed 
one of the Twelve Apostles at the 
organization of that Quorum. He 
accompanied the Twelve on their first 
mission through the Eastern States and 
returned with them to Kirtland, Oct., 
29, 1835. While Joseph Smith was 
presiding in a High Council, William 
rebelled against him in a very head- 
strong manner. 

_ December 16th, 1835. —At a debat- 
ing school held in the house of father 
Joseph Smith, the Prophet Joseph 
told the brethren he feared it would 
not be good, where-upon William in a 
Tage, commanded Joseph tw leave the 
house; but Joseph replied he was in 
his father’s house, and should go when 
he got ready; William then attacked 
Joseph, an to put him out 
and inflicted upon him personal injury, 
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ae eee at an early period. He was|Q 
a 


in the sight of God. After Hyrum. 


expressed himself in such 


the effects. of. which he | 

felt until his death, 
called upon Joseph in 
difficulty, and baid that although. he. 
felt the tender feelings of a brother. 
towards William, yet he could butlook 
upon such conduct as an abomination... 


and the Twelve had labored with Wil-,., 
liam for several days, he made confes-... 
sion and was forgiven. 
He removed to Far West with his . 
family in the spring of 1838, . After . 
Joseph was taken prisoner and the mob... 
began to drive out the Sainta, William — 
a vindicti¥e 
manner Joseph that the Church... 
suspended him from fellowship, May... 
4, 1839, at a general Conference. near, 


He went to Illinois and settled in. | 


Plymouth, Hancock county, 
a tavern. William was to. 


the 
e intercession 0 and Hyrum; 
but when the Twelve went to England,‘ 
instead of accompanying them accord-. ; 
ing to the commandment of the Lord, 
he remained on his farm at Piy-. 
mouth. 
December Ist, 1840.—He published , 
a letter in the Times and Seasons 
making an apology for neglecting to go 
on his mission upon the ground of pov- = | 
erty, but it came with an ill as he ; 
was better situated to leave amily «| 
of the 
Quorum who went. ; 


than any of the members 
William’s general character “ai 
course of condact towards his fathers 
family resembles that of Laman’s 
towards his brethren. 
In the spring of 1841 he visited the. 
Branches of the Church in. Pennayl-_ 
vania and New Jersey and collected... 
means for his own benefit, return-— 
the same season. 
is name ap as the Editor of 
the Wasp, published in Nauveo,. 
of the r was ormed, m. 
was elected the House. 
of Representatives of the Legislature 
of Illinois in the winter’ sesso of? 


* 

i4 


& 
‘ 
= 
‘4 
| 
> 
a 
J 
. 
| 
| 
18 19 3 Hi 
- 
energy in defending the Nanyoo shape. 
d 


35 
: 


He took a journey to the East on 


business in the spring of 1843, and | 


Foe his time among the Churches. 
éattended a wood’s meeting at the 
square near Bordentown, N. J., where, 
in a conversation with brother George 
A. Smith, he said he should not pay 
over one dollar for the Nauvoo House 
or Temple, and if his brother Joseph 
did not do more for him, he should 
come out against him; he considered 
he was putting means into the hands 
of Joseph to educate his children, 
while his own children were remaining 
ignorant. Brother George A. replied, 

shal] do all I can to build up the 
Nativoo House and Temple, and I 
think that Joseph has done all he 


could for his relatives, and I wonder. 


that he has done as much as he has, 
considering the circumstances he has 
been under. 

William returned to Nauvoo on the 
22nd day of April, 1844, with about 
forty or fifty Saints from New Jersey. 
After staying a short time in Nauvoo, 
he-had his last interview with his bro- 
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He asked Joseph to give him a city 
lot near the Temple. Joseph told him 
he would do so with great pleasure, if 
he would build a house and live upon 
it; but he would not give him a lotte 
sell. William replied he wanted it to. 
build and liveupon. The lot was well 
worth $1000. In a few hours after- 
wards, an application was made by 
Mr. Ivins to the recorder to know if 
that lot was clear and belonged to 
William Smith, for William had sold 


it to him for $500. Joseph hearing of 


this, directed the clerk not to make a 
transfer; at which William was so 
offended that he threatened Joseph, 
who deemed it — keep out of 
the way, until William left on a steam- 
boat for the East accompanied by his 
family. He spent his time mostly 
in the various B-anches of the Church, 
and collected a good deal of money for 
the Temple which he used for his own 
accommodation. 

In all his missions the course of con- 
duct he pursued towards the females 
subjected him to much criticism.” 


ther Joseph under the following cir- 
eumstances :— 


(To be continued.) 


THE LATTER-DAY SAINTS’ MILLENNIAL STAR. 


SATURDAY, JANUARY 7, 1865. 


“A MERRY CHRISTMAS AND A HAPPY NEW YEAR.” 


Tax time-honored custom ‘of greeting our brethren and sisters, friends and 
patrons, with “A merry Christmas and a happy New Year,” though having 
past before this number of the Srar shall have reached them, will, neverthe- 
less, serve to remind them that they were not forgotten; and we hope that 
some amends, making the ills of life less rigorous, and its substantial comforts 
more plentiful, may have brought some glimmerings of joy to every heart, to 
every household, to every hearth. We trust, moreover, that such blessings 
may be continuous, and extended to the searching out every haunt of misery 
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EDITORIAL, 


and vice, and redeeming and placing upon an elevated eladiode human vias | 
from whence they may rise and become more and more 
human existence. 

Jesus said, ‘‘ The poor ye have always with you,” and that ‘whee you! mae? 
a feast call the poor, the maimed, the lame, the blind, and thou'shaltibe’ 
blessed, for they cannot recompence thee, for thou shalt be recompenced at the 
resurrection of the just.” How far this tule and mode is carried into praction®” — 
among Christian nations js not perhaps for us to judge, but we are glad te 
know that it is a common practice among the Latter-day Saints, “While thi 
would cheer the heart and relieve present suffering, there is perhaps no truer 
charity than to take the poor from the abodes of poverty and saffering, anda 
place them in a position where, by their industry, they can obtain the ay 
lege of supporting themselves. We are happy in knowing that this ‘also ie 
the common practice of the Latter-day Saints, since the commencement of this” 
great and glorious Work, but more especially, since peace and quiet has smiled“ 
upon them in their present homes in the far-off, sequestered vales of Deseret; 
has no opportunity for aiding the poor *‘to come up also and participate with® 
us in the blessings which we enjoy,” been neglected. Thousands have been 
thus assisted and made happy and prosperous by the Saints; under ‘the able” 
guiding and directing influence and care of, President Brigham Young, whe” 
thus standing in his place and magnifying his station as a man of God; hag 
been and is quietly accomplishing the sayings of the Prophet, that’ “the meek 
also shall increase their joy in the Lord, and the poor among men shall rejoices 
in the Holy One of Israel.” We could most fervently wish to-day thatall, 
even every true Latter-day Saint was now in the land of Zion, and the Eider 93 
only were left to continue the labor of the ministry in these lands ; but it has ae 7m 
happened again in this the dispensation of the fulness of times, as it was In S88] 
days of the Apostles, when James wrote ** Hath not God chosen the poorel | 
this world, rich in faith, and heirs of the kingdom which he hath promafed 40 
them that love Him?” But what, then, is it impossible for the rich todmhers 
eternal glory? Is it impossible for them to enter into the kingdom of leavem> | 
and receive a share in the blessings promised to the faithful servants of the® 
most high God? While fully subscribing to the sentiment ascribed to the 
Savior of the world, that it is easier for a camel to go through the eye aia 
needle than for a rich man to enter into the kingdom of heaven—for the fae" 
is patent to all—yet we know of no law or reason why «# rich ‘man might 108’ ‘ 
also be able to obtain salvation. There is truly a fearful responsibility Testing * 
upon that class of our fellow-creatares. They control the destiny of earti¥s” 
millions to a greater or less extent, and are in a measure responsible forthe” 
oppression of the poor among men. When they make their wealth the : 
of power to do evil, are covetous, which is idolatry, or when they’ ase-thas® 3 
means with which the Lord has entrusted them to grind the face of the poor’ = 
instead of seeking to ameliorate and improve their condition, they are 08) == 
putting their means to that kind of usiry which will bring the’ webu cb 
plaudit, ‘‘ Well done good and faithful servant, thou hast been: prepreg yi ee: 
few things, I will make thee ruler over matiy things.” “y 

If the wealthy would receive the Gospel and become obedient: t6 ite reqatens) ss 
ments, then might be realized our most ardent desire iv bebalf of theepodi,” 
faithful Saints who are so earnestly seeking their deliverance, for then 
they do as the Savior told the young had 
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went away sorrowful, to ‘‘go and sel] that thou hast and give to the poor, and 
thou shalt have treasure in heaven, and come and follow me.” We said we 
knew of no law why a rich man might not obtain salvation ; we will now qualify 
the expression by excepting the law of riches, for it appears that if the young 
man had been willing to have complied with the words of the Savior, he might 
have had treasures in heaven, for in all else he had been exemplary. It 
certainly becomes all such to look earnestly around themselves, and work 
while it is yet day, if they would not be found in that sad catalogue as having 
“in thy lifetime received thy good things, and likewise Lazarus evil things : 
now he is comforted, and thou art tormented.” Let the rich, therefore, devote 
their wealth to the building up of the kingdom of God in these last days,fin the 
gathering of Israel, the redemption and establishing of Zion, the building a 
Temple wherein they may go and receive the blessings of eternity which He 
has in store for his chosen and faithfulones. But the Saints must work out 
their own salvation, for it has long since passed into a proverb, for ‘‘ the Lord 
to bless the rich, the poor can beg ;” but he will help those who are faithful 
and diligent in helping themselves, and bless the rich also in aiding the great 
Work, in the bringing forth of Zion, giving to the poor, and following Jesus in 
being obedient to all of his requirements ; so shall ‘‘ the brother of low degree 
rejoice in that he is exalted : but the rich in that he is made low: because as 
the flower of the grass he shall pass away.”’ 


SLAVERY—OPPRESSION. 
(From the Deseret News.) 


Slavery, oppression, tyranny and like epithets have been freely used against 
the ‘‘ Mormons” from the beginning, and opposers of the truth continue the 
hue-and-cry, utterly regardless of the injustice of the application. 

Now the very definition of the word Mormon—more good—precludes all 
that is evil or not good, wherefore a person would cease to be a true ‘‘ Mor- 
mon” by just so much as he ceased to follow after and practice more good, and 
turned to the practice of evil ; and when evil should predominate in his choice 
and conduct, then would he have become a wicked man and not a ‘‘ Mormon.” 
True ‘‘ Mormons,” or Latter-day Saints, are therefore those who have listed te 
be and do good so far as they may be able, it is then palpably absurd or grossly 
ignorant to call them slaves, dupes, etc., for the pursuit and practice of good- 
ness leads to directly opposite results. Neither can a Latter-day Saint, while 
henestly and earnestly striving to be a Saint, be a tyrant or oppressor, for 
tyranny and oppression are not good, therefore not consistent with the profes- 
sion and practice of a Saint, and, if persisted in, will result in his expulsion 
from the Church and kingdom of God. 

**Mormonism”—eternal truth—goodnesst—righteousness—the Everlasting 
Gospel, which is the only law of true liberty--is really the only channel 
wherein rulers and ruled, officers and members, teachers and taught, can find 
full freedom and their just rights, subject alone to the Author and Giver of all 
good, who ordereth all things with the utmost wisdom. 

But is there no slavery nor oppression in Utah? Far less than in any other 
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on the necessity of having the Spirit of the Lord to guide us in whatever we 


ortion of the éarth we have knowledge of, aiid are being” 
made to entirely ene er and error with goodness and truth, at the 
iest practicable period. 

Where then can slavery and oppression be found most prevalent ‘Where 
ickedness has most sway, for slavery and oppression can not exist except | 
here sin abounds in a greater or less degree. 

What room is there then to fear the power and influence of any man, so he 
be a righteous man, no matter how great and extensive that power and infiu- 
ence may be? No room whatever, for he will wield that power and influence : 
only for good, and the greater they are the more they will increase, and the © 
more good he will accomplish, and none need envy or fear him, save the ; 
wicked. 


NEWS FROM HOME. 


from the Deseret News, November 23, 1864, we clip the following items of 
interest :— 


was given in the Tabernacle on Sunday after-— 
noon, 20th, that next Sunday, and during the winter season, or until other- . 
wise ordered, the meetings for worship will commence at 11 a.m. and 1 p. m, . 
on each Sabbath. During the forenoon of Sunday addresses were delivered: 
by Elders William S. Godbe, Alexander Ross and George Q. Cannon, upon &. 
variety of interesting topics. Elder William C. Staines was the first speaker 
in the afternoon. He discoursed upon the duties of Saints, particularly in_ 
relation to their friends who have not yet gathered with the Church. Reasoned 


undertake to do. President Brigham Young followed upon the same subjects, . 
and then spoke of the feeling of the world in regard to our not wishing others 
to come here and settle, and remarked that all persons who wanted to come 
here were welcome, and would be treated with proper respect, so long as they 
conducted themselves aright. 

WeatHerR.—During the afternook of the 15th, rain began to fall gently, and 
eontinued at intervals until some time after dark, when it changed to snow, 
and on the morning of the 16th, some two or three inches of melting stow” 
mantled the valley. Clear and pleasant on the 17th, and most of the valley" 
snow melted.. Pleasant the past week. 


HURRICANE IN DAVIS AND WEBER COUNTIES.—Bovuntirut 


The terrific hurricane which visited Davis county on the 16th did great damage” 
to the houses and other property of the citizens of Bountiful. The meeting” 
house—the best finished one in the Territory—had the south side of the roof: 
blown off, not a shingle nor board of sheeting was left on) A’ part of the’ 
vestry roof was also torn off by the wind. The chimneys, which were blown 
eff by a similar visitation last March, had just been nicely finished with burnt 
brick, the day before the storm, and on this oceasion they were not meray” 
tumbled down, but the bricks were strown all over the square, and somear | 
aaid to have been carried a distance of thirty rods! A portion of Anson Calls 
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dwelling-honse was unroofed. Gen. Eldredge’s country residence received 
similar treatment, and the north wing of J. B. Nobie’s did not escape any 
better. William Jackson’s house was entirely unroofed ; and when the irre- 
sistible elements reached John Pack’s, the roof was taken off bodily, and the 
gables blown down. The Bishop’s house had the adobie chimneys thrown off 
without any notice of what was going to occur. P. G. Sessions’ molasses 
house had not a board remaining on the top when the roaring of the wind 
ceased ; the back part of his carriage house was also torn down, and a wagon 
inside, which was neatly fitted up, was very roughly handled. In addition to 
these losses, it is estimated by competent judges in that prosperous town, that 
at least one-fourth of all the ‘‘feed,” such as hay, corn fodder, etc., was 
scattered all over the region round about by that fearful storm. — 
CENTERVILLE :—We have not learned of many disasters in this settlement by 
the hurricane of Wednesday, 16th, but understand that many tons of hay and 
other fodder were blown from their legitimate localities, and might be seen 
packed into water ditches and piled up against the fences all along the road 
leading to and from the village. —KaysviILLe :—The mecting-honse chimneys 
were blown off during the storm of the 16th. This is the second time that this 
building has lost the tops of its smoke conductors.—FaRrMINGTon, it is well 
known, has frequently suffered by high winds and what are generally termed 
hurricanes, and this time received a terrible shaking. Mr. Brooks’ house was 
Py unroofed, and smaller buildings belonging to other brethren were served in the 
é same way. A great many houses were more or less injured, by having the 
roofs loosened ard being started from their moorings, and we are satisfied, 
from reliable information received, that much more serious losses would have 
been sustained by this visitation, bad it not been for the energetic measures 
adopted by the experienced citizens. Some gentlemen put stout poles across 
their roofs, then fastened log chains to each end of the poles, and to these 
chains they attached large barrels of molasses, boxes and tubs full of stones, 
etc. Ina few instances, where the unweildy articles were on hand of course, 
mill stones were used as weights to hold on the roofs. Large quantities of for- 
age were irretrievably scattered.—Og@pEN:—F rom a resident of the capital of 
Weber county we learn that the hurricane of Wednesday, 16th, passed over 
that city, causing unpleasant apprehensions among the inhabitants, but doing 
little damage, except to some of the farmers whose hay, straw and fodder were 
not well protected ; in such cases there was a great rustling in the stack-yards, 
and quantities of these useiul articles were upceremoniously carried away. 


Lowrk CoLorapo.—We are informed that on the 24th ult. there were five 
steamers and seven barges, owned by three different companies, engaged in | 
freighting on the Colorada river. They were delivering goods at or near the 
head of navigation for 45 cents a pound from San Francisco. Supplies pur- 
chased in San Francisco are sold on the Colorado at the following rates in 
coin :—Flour 10 dol. a 100; Bacon 17 cents a pound ; Beans 7 cents a pound; 
Butter 31 cents a pound ; Cheese 25 cents a pound, and other produce at pro- 
portionate prices. It is one of the curiosities of trade that all of those articles 
except flour, can, at those rates, be bought in San Francisco, shipped down 
the coast and up the Gulf of California and the Colorado river, and then hauled 


to this city for, in some of the articles, less than one-half their present prices 
in this market. 


Li] 
| 
| 
“a 
| 
| 
| ¥ 
y) 
| 
wre 
| 
> 
4 
7 
+ 
> 
off 
2 
= 
‘44 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


MERICA. 
J Great Salt Lake City, 
Nov. 18, 1864. 
Presidents Daniel H. Wells and 

Brigham Young, jun. 

Dear Brethren, — Since my last 
letter I have received three welcome 
favors from you—one from brother 
Daniel, under date of September 30th, 
and two from Brigham, jun., dated 
September @0th and October 5th— 
which have been perused with interest 
and the items contained therein have 
been duly noted. Your visits to the 
various Conferences will be attended 
with beneficial effects to yourselves 
and the people—you will become ac- 
quainted with them and their cireum- 
stances and wants, and the Eiders and 
Saints will be able to obtain such 
counsel as they need, and to partake 
of the spirit which you possess, and 
mutual good will be accomplished 
thereby. 

I returned yesterday: from a visit 
to Kay’s Ward and Ogden city, where 
myself and Elders Wilford Woodruff, 
John Taylor, Geo. A. Smith, Geo. Q. 
Cannon and my sons Joseph A. and 
John W. Young, and several other 
brethren, have been to hold meetings. 
We left the city on Friday the llth 
inst., and held meetings on Saturday 
and Sunday, the 12th and 13th imst. 
at Kay’s Ward, Leaving Kay’s Ward 
for Ogden on the evening of the 13th, 
we held meetings there on Monday 
and Tuesday, the 14th and 15th inst., 
and had, besides, a very interesting 
trip up Ogden kanyon, on the new 
road, to Huntsville—a distance of 
about 12 miles from Ogden city. A 
party in the evening of the 15th at 
Ogden ended our labors there, and on 
the manning of the 16th we started on 
our return journey, expecting to reach 
the city that 
had travelled about a mile on thisside 
of Kay’s Ward, we were caught by a 
violent storm of wind, which raged so 
furiously, and. carried the snow, which 
had fallen the previous night,, so 
fiercely in our faces, that it seemed 
quite questionable for a time whether 
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we would be able to reach Farmington 
or not. We were compelled to step 
there all the afterroon and night—the 
storm being so violent du that 
time that it was quite impossible to 
travel. The wind lulled yesterday 
morning, and we were able to resume 
is said to have been the heaviest,so 
far as the strength of the wind itself 
is concerned, that has been expefri- 
enced by our people in Davis county. 
Much serious damage has been in- 
flicted upon the citizens there ; fences 
and outbuildings have been levelled 
and serious! fourteen dwell- 
ing-houses have been vunroofed in 
Bountiful alone, besides their meet- 
ing-house, and it is estimated: that 
one-fourth of the feed in “that:place 
has been blown away and destroyed. . 
during the storm. Kay’s Ward; Fag 
ington and Centreville have sufi 
similarly. 
Our meetings were well attendaiis 
the people turning out in considera 
nambers from the adjacent 
to meet with us both at Kay’s: Ward | 
and Ogden city. Much valuable in- 
struction was given, and an excellent 
spirit pervaded all the meetings. + 
The people at Kay’s Ward feel much 
interested in the project of taking out 
the waters of the ‘Weber. and bringé 
them to their settlement by rat 
If this water can be plentifully6b- 
tained, several thonsand acres of land 
that cannot now be used: would-be 
brought into high cultivatidn, and‘the 
productiveness of the land 
under cultivation, can also. begn 
increased. Active steps. will. becm- 
mediately taken to bring the waterto 
that Ward, and, a. little city.) will, 
doubtless, be built up, instead. of the « 


people being so widely apart 
as they are at 
to bring. the Waters .of this 


city from ‘thepoint: of -¢héimenntéin 


at the. place where the 
dam was located. 
organized here, with a capital 

,000, which will probably 
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practicable. 


“Had passed before a persun would 
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ebartered this winter by the Legisla- 
ture for the accomplishment of this 
labor. The first portion of the canal 
will be immediately pushed through 
from Little Cottonwood to the city, 
and it will be used for navigation pur- 
es, especially the freightage of rock 
or the Temple, as soon afterwards as 
This water will be of 
— benefit to the city and five acre 
ts, and will enable the city to ex- 
pand considerably more than it could 
= supply of water. 
Capt. Wm. Hyde’s and Capt. War- 
ren 4 Snow’s companies, which had 
not arrived when I last wrote, came 
into the city—the first-named Oct. 
26th, and the last-named Nov. 2nd. 
The people were generally in 
health and spirits, and looked well, 
though some few were sick. The 
Bishops were very energetic in pro- 
viding for the comfort of the people, 
and the Saints donated articles of 
food in great abundance and of ex- 
eellent quality to feed the weary 
strangers. They were soon absorbed 
among the people, and but few days 


arcely imagine, from outward ap- 
immigration 
just reached 


Meetings have recently been held 
en the subject of building a warehouse 
at the head of navigation on the Colo- 
rado river, and forming settlements 
as near as possible to the warehouse 
and on the road leading thereto. The 
settlements are intended for resting- 

laces, and as supports and strength 
or the warehouse and road, and Col. 
Thomas S. Smith and Henry W. 
Miller have each been selected to 
head a settlement in that region. 
About $16,000 worth of stock has 
been taken in the warehouse, and ar- 

ements have been made for se- 
lecting its site and for its erection. I 
feel confident that we will need this 
route for our goods and emigration as 
soon as it can be opened, and I do not 
anticipate any serious difficulty in 
making it feasible and safe for every 

for which we may need it. 

ders Francis A. Hammond and 
George Nebeker started by stage on 
10th, on their missions 
to the dwich Islands, to accom- 
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| Hempstead, the prosecuting counsel, 


lish what I explained in my last 
etter to you. Elders Joseph F. 
Smith, William W. Cluff and John R. 
Young, with two native Saints and a 
few other persons, had arrived in San 
Francisco from the islands on their 
way home. They will not leave San 
Francisco until the Elders from here 
reach there, and they have the privi- 
lege, or any one of bone of returning § 
to the islands with the brethren if they 
choose. 

Everything is peaceable in the city, 
and the people on the Bench are at- 
tracting but little notice—their im- 
portance is and has been decreasing 
daily. One of the volunteers recently 
committed an abominabB outrageupon 
a boy of about 12 years of age, whom | 
he found alone in an out-of-the-wa 
place, and threatened him with death J 
if he would tell any person what he @ 
had done. The boy, on his retunto @ 
the city, described the crime which @ 
had been perpetrated upon him, and 
measures were taken to find the @ 
offender. He was arrested, andthe @ 
offence was fully proved; but our & 
legislators, never having contemplated j 
the possibility of such a crime being 
committed in our borders, had made § 
no provision for its punishment, and jf 
the criminal had to be discharged. 
In the evening, after his discharge, 
he was shot by some person unknown, 
while he was passing from the city up | 
tocamp. The father of the boy was | 
arrested ; but he proved an alibi so 
clearly, that he was discharged. Capt. 


fully exonerated him in his remarks. 
There has been but little apparent ex- 
citement about this occurrence, but it 
cannot fail to have a salutory effect. 
An Artesian Well Company has beer 
formed, of which Mayor Smoot is the 
head, and have commenced dig- 
ging on the Bench beyond the mn 
wall and directly north of the 
Ward school-house. They have dug 
a shaft 130 feet deep without striking 
even the surface water. Deeming it 
unsafe for men to dig any deeper, 
brother Smoot has had the digging 
suspended, and intends to commenee 
boring. Should agood artesian stream 
be tapped without having to bore toe 
deeply, it will be a great benefit te 
the city, and will, doubtless, be the 
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first of many sach that will be/| from a cold since Conference, . Mg = 
sunk. thought it prudent, on this 
Col. Connor and Capt. Hempstead | not to go north on our late preaea 
have left for the Plains; they were |tour. His health is now improving. ~ 
at Denver at the last accounts. The | My own health is very good. Pray- 
number of volunteers have been con- | ing the Lord to bless you and your 
siderably lessened by the expiration | co-laborers with all the qualifications 
ef the men’s term of service. and power necessary for the 

The weather is very pleasant over- | magnifying of your high calling, aid 
head, thongh the nights are cold ; the | desiring you to accept my love to © 
mountains are covered with snow, and | yourselves and families, in which bro- 
there is a light coat lying in the | ther Heber joins, I remain, as ever, 
valleys. your brother in the Gospel, 

Brother Heber has been suffering BrieuamM Youne) 


VARIETIES. 


We publish the following rich ‘“‘tit-bit” from the answers to eorrespondents 
taken from the Family Herald of Dec. 24, 1864, simply to let that portion of our thirty 
thousand readers who do not take that valuable and interesting journal, see how 
perfectly ridiculous some people can make themselves:— 


‘‘ Veritas wishes us to put down heresy and wrong. We wish we could ; Aa 
heresy, and whatis wrong? In Vunrrras’s opinion Mormonism is wrong. Wise 
exposed it, and almost all the newspapers and journals have; but what of thai a. 
siples of Joe Smith do not recruit from people who read our periodicals, SEE 
wha read atall. They believe, as you state, all that a set of knaves or enth@ wrens 
and tell them. They assert that both Catholic and Protestant are utterly win 
both believe sufficient truths for eternal salvation, whereas Joe Smithery adds aaa 
exactly the reverse. ‘Again,’ says our Correspondent, ‘in a political sense M@auaE 
gains favor; we are taught that there are very few taxes out Utah, all work 
grow rich. No house-tax, or land-tax, or carriage-tax, only the tenth of eve: »thituas 
to the Lord. Another blasphemous assertion is, that before the chosen peop! went to Siae 
Salt Lake City, noone could live there. Men went out and tilled the ground, | ut it would 
bear no fruit; but when Joe Smith came with the elect we find a splendid city soon built, 
and the ground yielding up her produce for the benefit of man.” Mormonism has done 
wonders in a new — because it is the strongest despotism in the world. The Pope, 
Emperor of Russia, and Grand Turk together could not make such a despot as Brigham 
Young, who, with the ‘Church,’ is absolute master of men’s bodies and souls.” 


An overbearing barrister, endeavoring to browbeat a witness, told him he could 
plainly see a rogue in his face. “I never knew till now,” said the witness, “ thas 
my face was a looking-glass.” 


Coleridge, lecturing in the Sam Johnson vein for more than an hour, went on—** Af 
Shrewsbury I was accustomed @o preach; I believe, Charles Lamb, that you have 
heard me preach ?” pursued he, turning round to his fatigued friend, who meekly re- 
torted, ‘‘ Preach! heard you do anything else.” 


‘‘Put money in thy purse,” as the pickpocket said when he robbed a man of an 
empty one. 


Tus PrER anv THE Pirer.—‘‘The stately step of a piper” is a proverb in Scotland 
which reminds me of an anecdote of a certain noble lord, when in attendance upon the 
Queen at Balmoral, a few years ago. Having been commissioned by a friend to pro=- 
eure a performer on the melodious pipes, he — to Her Majesty’s pi fine 
stalwart Highlander ; and on being asked what kind of article was required, his lord- 
ship said, in reply, ‘‘ Just such another as yourself.” The consequential Celt readily 
exclaimed, with more than his wonted humor, “ There are plenty o’ lords like yeursel’, 
but very few sic pipers as me!” 
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